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NATURE AND CAUSE OF FAILURE/CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN

On Sunday, January 11, the Al dispatcher line Norfolk Southemn (NS) NAS Wauhatchie on the
Chattanooga subdivision for NS train Z35610. Z35610 passed the Wauhatchie signal at 0034 and
passed a stop signal at Wildwood at 0040. The signals at NS NAS Wauhatchie were removed from
service.

A re-enactment of the situation by signal personnel revealed that the aspect at NS NAS
Wauhatchie had improperly displayed a Medium Approach Medium (R/Y/FG) instead of Medium
Approach {R/Y) into the stop aspect at NAS Wildwood. Further investigation revealed a ground in the
twist wire that had been installed to temporarily repair the code line due to a recent wire theft. The
wire had been damaged by placement of new rail besdie the track. The ground caused 4.5 VDC to
be placed on the 2RD relay at Wauhatchie. The improperly energized RO circuit eaused a fiashing
green signal to be displayed at Wauhatchie in addition to the R/Y signal.

The circuit tested clear after the wires were repaired and the signals returned to service.
Electronic track circuits were installed in this section and placed in service on January 21.
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