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f FEOERAL RAILRCAD ADMINIST RATION November 1998

? FALSE PROCEED SIGNAL REPORT oats

E November 13, 1998

-All sdilresds sublec: te Regulstions of ihe Fodersl Reilread Admiaistration shall bmit lt'onflnc CARRIER (raillrend &

4 faife procerd signal epen originat enly. v e Fodee Reinistration shall eu et reaion or division;
with, ve days 3i1e7 & (alse proceed oceurs. If ne falue preceed occurs during any
colergine menth, » report mwrug *‘No Fallures’® musl be filed within ten days slier the Norfolk Southern Corporatbn

end of the month.

Copigs of thia form will de fumished upon request te the artmemt of Transportetd . ..
Fadejs! Railsead Adminiairation: Oifice of ety Wactinoroe e & Traneportotion, Division - Pncahontas

MAILITO

i l_ "‘l
Federal Railroad Administration

,i 16th Fm - suite Ism REFORTING OF FICER (signature/titie)

| 100 Alabama Strect, SW

i

5 L Atlanta, GA 30303-3104 | Chief Engineer - Eastern Region

.>r Communications & Signal Dept.
A feijure should not be counted more than one time in items 1, 2, 3, and 4 the failure The following sdbruvistions may be used in the report.
should de classified under the oasic system or appliance of which it (orms sn sssen- -
tisl gurt. E.g.; sssume grounas ravse » biock sigual 1o indicate s fsise proceed ‘:_:::m: sleck ::::::::m::’:'::_“
enulh._ corresponding indicati of @ cah signal sysiem on ench train approaching ACS—Autematic ced sigasl rP-F.l;::pne:o: -
thie goint, such failures should be included in ttam I, Bieck Systema. APB—Abselute iasive bisch MB—M of dlock
A lalhpe proceed Isilure is a failure of » system, device or sppllance to indicels or ATC=Awnomstic train control M—Mechsnicel
t a8 § dod wirich resulis in less restriction than intended. AT8—Auiemsiic trsin step P-Pneumatic

CL=Coier ligin PL~Poaition tight

: CPL~Ceolar poaition tight SA~-Semisvtomstic

f S~ Eloctrie TC-Tralfic sorirot
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LOCOMOTIVE OEVICE THAT
; TYPE OF AYSTEM OATE NUMBER FAILED LOCATION (city and state)
-

VaLpex sysTems :
i J—l”' I‘X}Tc 11/4/98 8929-6659 human error Bandy, VA

AS

2 AUTO-
INTIERLOCKING MATIC
REMOTE ! lﬁﬁﬂﬁli
JAUTOMATIC SYSTEMS

{-}h’ mArc r—}acs

4 OTHRER (apecify}
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NAT?.( AND CAUSE OF FAILURE/CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEM .

At approgimately 6:00 AM, Train J69, a single unic helper operated by Engineer » had traveled westbound on the Dry
Fork Branéh to the west end of Bandy, where e was (o cicar up in the siding.  After lining himself into the siding amni getting in the
clear, was in the process of tying his unit down when he heard following train J60, Engincer . call a clear
signal wx:s'wvard at the cast end of Bandy. Since had not yet lined the handthrow nwinline switch and derail back normal, he
reported the occurrence as a false proceed.

Signal personnel were called to investigate add were abl: 1 duplicate the problem. The normal switch detection relay for the
handthrow switch is located at an ElectroLock cut section case about 700 feet west of the switch, Though this relay was properly
down whe the west end of Bandy switch was not normal, it was pot affecting the electronic rack code passing through the
ElectroLock equipment. Investigation revealed that a handthrow switch adjacent to the ElectroLock had been removed from the track
two days fé’»nowing the FRA 236. 103 testing.  When modifications were made tor this removal, the myintainer crroncously cut out the
circuit through the WP refay, too. Improper testing after disarrangement resulted in the wiring error going undetected at the time.

Corrcv:tio;r\s were made to the circuits, the signal system was properly tested and returned to normal service.,
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