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m;wn: AnD CAUSE OF FAILURL/CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN

At approximately 5:45 PM, Train No. 131, Engioeer -and Conductor ~ . was traveling southbound from
Meridian, MS to New Orleans whea the crew observed 3 clear indication on signal 134.3.  The crew knew they should have had an
approach indication because southbound Train No. M30 was stopped in the sccond block ahead. They wese aware of M30's location
on accous of radio conversation. . o
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when vibtated. However, when the unit was bench tested at Birmingham with 8 code-two (approach) .connmmstygemnd,uwas
able 0 gk 2 rectiver 1o decode a code-four (clear) for about 9.5 seconds by wiggling the card. The unit was returned 1o the
manufacthrer for further analysis and their recommendations. . .

The masufacturer stated they weee able 10 duplicate the problem and traced it to mechanical loosening of the coanection at onc end o!
a capaciu. This fault was found 1o only upgrade an approach code 10 & clear code ot down grade to restricting, and then only
sporadicaily and momentarily while the card was being vibrated. I;wukimtupgradc&omu_ed. It was not determined what could
bave beea vibrating the case where the card unit was boused. Recommendations are 10 be provided by the manufacturer.
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